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Production information

Celebrating 23 years of Singapore Dance Theatre, this is a new production of the popular classic work
premiered in St Petersberg in 1892, with choreography by Marius Pepita, music by Peter Tchaikowsky,
based on Alexander Dumas’ adaptation of Ernst Hoffman’s story, The Nutcracker and the Mouse King.
Artistic Director Janek Schergen freshly choreographed a huge new production, uniquely setting it in
Shanghai at the end of the 19" Century. With set and costumes by Aaron Yap and lighting by Suven
Chan, the designs deliberately fused Chinese, Asian and European cultures.

(Synopsis)

(Prologue) In Shanghai, on the 24™ of December, a group of close friends are preparing themselves for a
large party to be hosted by the well-respected family, the Nightingales.

Act I. (The Party) Mrs Nightingale’s parents and other guests arrive, includng Mr Drosselmayer and his
entourage, which includes his nephew Kristian and his schoolmates, and a magician. Drossmayer presents
Clara, the youngest Nightingale daughter, with a German nutcracker one which he has cast a spell. (The
Battle) When the houshold is fast asleep, young Clara seeks the nutcracker; suddenly the house seems
overrun by mice, causing great mischief. Drosselmayer returns with Kristian and friends, now soldiers, to
protect Clara. A battle ensues and they are finally victorious over the mice. (Land of Snow) Clara is
rewarded by a magical journey to meet the Snow King and Queen.

Act 1. (Kingdom of the Sugar Plum Fairy) Clara’s journey continues into the magical kingdom of sweets,
where she meets her sister Marie with Kristian — now the Sugar Plum Fairy and her consort. Clara is
entertained with wondrous dances. As night fades, Clara awakes on the sofa with the nutcracker by her
side and fresh snow sparkling outside.
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